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KNITWEAR INNOVATIONS PROMISE FALL BONANZA 
The knitwear market has made a successful 
conversion from a fairly staid and static 
commodity to one with verve and variety 
that add up to the promise of a bonanza 
season. The emphasis is OFF doubleknits, 
and ON a hand-crafted look achieved with 


new yarns -- new fine gauge weights for 
softness and drapability -- new blends -- 
new combinations with wovens and non-wovens 


-- new styling -- new items. 
MAJOR TRENDS: 


-.-. Textured Yarns 

--- Tissue-thin OR Bulky Knits 
--. Sweater Coats 

--- Knits Combined with Non-Knits 
--. The New Dresses 





TEXTURED YARNS: Loopy, nubbly, boucle -- 
brushed, fuzzed or heathered -- or precious 


fibers -- mohair, cashmere, cashmere/silk, 
angora, alpaca, camel hair -- frequently 


blended with acrylic, wool and/or nylon ... 
Include classic pure wools among the 
precious -- lambswool, Shetland, Australian 
zephyr ... High twist silky yarns with a 
boucle look, made of acrylic/nylon or wool/ 
rayon for volume -- chief fashion weights 
are either single-ply and tissue-thin OR 


four-ply and bulky, but lightweight. 


SWEATER COATS: Certain to be a success, 
they make marvelous trans-season coats ... 
Mohair-blend, hooded and toggled block- 
pattern duffle; rib-stitch tweed cardigan; 
charcoal gray alpaca-blend reefer; red 
mohair chunky crochet for evening (Mady 
Gerrard) ... Short or long ribknit pure 
camel hair, leather-buttoned and buckled; 
four-ply ribbed Shetland with "blanket" 
look (Gloria Sachs) ... 


--- Sweater Coat ENSEMBLES look very strong, 

can be bought, and worn, separately ... 
(continued on page 2) 
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The entry of top menswear designers into 
distaff RTW has encouraged much creative 
interaction between men's and women's 
fashions, so that men's fashion news is of 
major importance to the total world of 
fashion. 


Item: Coordinated Separates prevail 


Item: Jumpsuits are hottest item of year 
Item: Loungewear newly important 


-.. that's the news in menswear. And the 
recent revival of vests spread from mens- 
wear to women's in a single season! Other 
news seen at the Men's Fashion Association's 
Spring-Summer Press Previews in Chicago, 
March 10 to 13, featured: 


--- Peaked Lapels 
--- Pocket Squares with everything 


--- Rope Shoulders; Natural Shoulders 


with new variations 

--- Higher Armholes 

.-. Side Vents on the way out, though 
Center Vents are still very 
important -- Many No Vents 

... Vests continue strong, even for 
hot weather wear 

-.. 3-Button jackets seen again 

--- Straight-Leg Boot Jeans coming back 

-.-. Variety and Profusion of POCKETS 

--- Contrasting Top Stitching & Piping 

... Fabrics with Natural, Frosted or 
pre-washed & Wrinkled Looks 





POCKETS, POCKETS, POCKETS: In numbers, 
ingenuity and styling they're 1976's summer 
Signature. Patch pockets predominate, often 
come in tandem with slash pockets. A samp- 
ling: Patch pockets -- in complements of 

2, 3, or 4 are open, 4-button, tucked, 
pleated, double-pleated, reverse-pleated, 

on the back of jeans, 13%-inches deep on walk 


shorts -- 6 of them on overalls -- 9 ona 
pre-washed denim jumpsuit -- a multitude, 
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Hooded mohair and side-slit striped mens- 
wear-jersey, for coat-on-coat, plus skirt, 
shirt and turtleneck, the ultimate in lay- 
ering (Tiktiner) ... Flamestitch mohair- 
boucle kabuki coat/cowl-neck cashmere easy- 
dress; gray or beige wool-tweed cardigan 
wrap coat/button-front tweed-knit skirt/ 
crepe de chine bow blouse (Francesca/Damon) 
--- Crunchy, loopy variegated striped 
mohair blend boucle, side-slit three-quar- 
ter length coat with companion narrow, 
tweedy-striped ascot sweater and skirt 
(Pierre Cardin) ... Four-ply heather 
waffle stitch 28-inch coat with drawstring 
neck over long sleeve striped turtle shell 
and tulip skirt (Brenner Bees). 





KNITS COMBINED WITH NON-KNITS: Some of the 
freshest looks are found in separates that 
offer a new interplay of knits with non- 
knits and of classic patterns ... Gray/ 
black border-stripe cowl-neck cashmere 
sweater Aartan plaid kilt; striped cash- 
mere T-sweater, scarf/tweed skirt (Gloria 
Sachs) ... Dusty coral/lavender/cream 
mohair-blend plaid knit blazer, vest JUltra- 
suede skirt and cowl-neck cashmere pullover; 
flame-stitch boucle blazer/lambswool cowl 
pullover/flannel skirt (Damon) ... One- 
‘piece dress with cableknit turtleneck/ 
Ultrasuede skirt (Ciao). 


THE NEW DRESSES: Dresses continue a major 
strength of knitwear. Some of the best, 
this Fall, take their cue from trends seen 
in other RTW areas, others are volume 
classics ... TWO-PIECE DRESSES: Champagne 
or gray fine-gauge wool graduated-pleat 


tunic and skirt; French wool jersey blouson 
and scarf/soft front-pleat skirt (Damon) 

-- all-wool turtleneck top, its square arm- 
holes outlined with stripes/mitered-stripe 
skirt (Jon Michel) ... High-twist boucle 
Ikat folk pattern/stripe long sleeve sailor 
top/tulip skirt; long sleeve ribbed scoop 
neck belted top/mitered stripe bias skirt; 


very soft, silky high twist boucle, rib- 
yoked long-sleeve peasant blouson/tulip 


skirt (Brenner Bees) ... Loopy vertical 
stripe boucle long sleeve pullover with 
hip-riding drawstring ribbing/striped 
skirt; nyesta interlock, knit on sweater 
machines, makes a two-tone spice/aubergine 
semi-bateau tunic top with full roll cuff 
sleeves over heat-set crystal pleat skirt 
(Pierre Cardin) ... 
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on a draftsman's shirt -- an abundance on 
a red print shirt to wear under overalls 
-.-- Slashed pockets are slanted, vertical, 
hacking-flapped, some are secured with 
buttoned tabs. 


OTHER HIGHLIGHTS: Shawl-collared white 
wash-and-wear evening jacket in top favor, 
but Qiana-shantung evening suit is still 
black ... The Navy blue single-breasted blazer 
is the volume model, while bright-color 
linen-look blazers, single- or double- 
breasted, are for the more daring dresser 
.-.-- Tennis Whites are updated by the 1- 
button flannel Blazer suit -- new colors 
for active tennis wear are mango, pumpkin, 
chocolate brown, beige ... Leisure and 
Shirt Suits are monotone or color-keyed, 

but suits are finally upstaged by COORDI- 
NATES: Groups of 3 to 6 related separates 
to mix, match or interchange creatively -- 
sales personnel must double as fashion 
coordinators ... NOVELTIES: Jeans with 
SPIDERWEB stitching, scoop-pocket panel 
jeans that reverse to zipper-pocket side ... 
TOPS, mesh shirt with Snoopy emblem, cross- 


word puzzle tank top. 


DETAILS: YOKES -- for fit, for decor ... 


Contrast TOP stitching --. Contrast PIPING 
and DOUBLE-PIPING. 


FABRICS: The NATURAL FIBER LOOK leads, may 
feel like silk, or double for linen, but is 
a blend of natural-and-synthetic fibers, or 
of several synthetics -- CRINKLE-CLOTH, 
CRINKLE GAUZE, WRINKLED CANVAS ... CORDUROY 
and DENIM are year-round fabrics now, and > 
can take a man to business ... FROSTED 
EFFECTS appear on solids, checks, plaids 
and stripes ... A smattering of polyester 
doubleknits ... Sportshirt colors and 
prints are more conservative, even boating 
gear veers away from ultra-brights to pastels. 
HEHEHE 





IMPORTANT DATES 
NEW YORK - Italian Knits & RTW, April 26-30 
LOS ANGELES - Early Fall RTW, April 23-27 
NEW YORK - Fall Intimate Apparel, May 10-21 
NEW YORK - Fall Handbag Market, May 10-28 
NEW YORK - Int'l Leathergoods, May 11-13 
NEW YORK - Fur Market Showings, May 17-June 18 
FRANKFURT - Interstoff Fabric Fair, May 18-21 
DALLAS - Fall Ready-To-Wear, May 21-25 
NEW YORK - Nat'l Boutique Show, May 23-26 
NEW YORK - TEXPO, Textiles Expos., May 25-27 
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EUROPEAN FALL FASHIONS: 


The 7th European Fashion Fair, held Feb. 29 
to March 3, at the N.Y. Statler Hilton, was 
the most extensive to date. Representatives 
of 15 countries included a West German trade 
group, showing for the first time. More 
than a third of the exhibitors presented 
sportswear, underlining the continuing 
world-wide importance of casual fashions. 


THE CENTRAL THEMES: 


-.-- Unconstructed apparel the order of 
the day, nothing lined, not even 


coats 


-«+For Day, coordinated sportswear, 
often proportionately layered 


via a vest or side-tied tabard 
tunic 

.-..- For Night, dress-up time, shiny 
slinks, ankle length or above 


THREE SILHOUETTES EMERGED: La ligne droite 
et souple, straight and supple -- geometric 
lines at the bust widen the shoulders, then 
narrow below ... La ligne "oeuf" ronde, 

egg shapes that round or blouse at the hips 
-.- La ligne masculine, easy, body-conscious 
dressing ... But no matter what the silhou- 
ette, the clothes are geared towards com- 
fort through fabrication and cut -- such 

as deep, gusseted armholes for roominess. 


COORDINATED KNITS THE BIGGEST CATEGORY: 

And those with the appearance of hand- 
knits, whether classic or folkloric, are 
again the star attractions -- many acces- 
sories also look, or are, hand-knit ... 
SWEATERS: Big, bulky -- but lightweight -- 
long, lean or cropped pullovers and cardi- 
gans -- some are elongated into 3/4 jackets, 
tunics, coats -- some are vests, ponchos, 
fringed serapes -- the most popular pat- 
terns are Central American and Fair Isle 
inspired -- also stripes, intarsias, 
tweeds, jacquards, raschels -- mohair, 
boucle yarns and plain knits are close on 
their heels -- Body-skimming SWEATER 
DRESSES, especially with cowl necks and 
hoods ; look good... DETAILS: - Turtle,.V-, 





boat-necks -- shawl and wing collars -- 
wide drop-shoulders -- asymmetric, toggle 
or zipper closings -- belts -- pockets ... 


FI COMMENDATIONS: La Squadra (Monte Carlo); 
VaVa, Tricots Vanel (Paris); Crochetta, 
Glynn Manson, Taramina, Mary Farrin, Levi- 
son Originals (London); Lyle & Scott 
(England); Anna Modeller (Sweden). 


LEAN, LAYERED, COORDINATED 


DAYTIME DRESSING: When it isn't sweater- 
plus-trousers or jeans, or sweaterdress, 
it's the easy slim or skimmer dress, most 
often in wool jersey ... DETAILS: Cowl and 
long scarf-tie necks -- capelet, cap and 
big sleeves -- drop shoulders -- yokes -- 
Empire, below-waist or belt-plus-purse -- 
asymmetric closings, contrast stitching or 
piping and pocket details ... COMMENDATIONS: 
Gudule (Paris); Taramina, Ltd. (London). 


SKIRTS: Most have men's trouser detailing 
and are slim -- also wrapped or tied low 


on the hips. 


OUTERWEAR: Ponchos, knit or woven -- 
hooded anoraks -- quilted aviator and 7/8 
cire raincoats -- blouses and wind breakers 
-- long double-breasted blazers and ample, 


asymmetrically closed, double-faced coats. 


ONGOING: Velvet blazers paired with knits 
-.- tucked-in and ankle-tied trousers ... 


jumpsuits ... cigarette-leg pants and jeans 


continue strong. 


AFTER-FIVE is "dress-up" time and signals 
the need for elegant, romantic apparel: 
SLINKS, soft, shiny, fluid, sheer and bare 
-- in jersey, satin, silk, rayon damask, 








chiffon or sheer wool -- many trimmed with 
embroidery, lace, Lurex, hand-painting, 
beading or rhinestones -- lengths range 


from just below knee to mid-calf to around 
the ankle ... EVENING BLOUSES paired with 
skirts or trousers, and the dress may be 
teamed with long vest or tunic or pants, 

are very much a part of late-day dressing. 
DETAILS: Hoods, tie necks, cut-in shoul- 
ders, loose Empire tie-belts, handkerchief, 
capelet or loose sleeves -- drawstring 
waists, blouson tops, low wraps -- geome- 
tric top-stitching on shoulders and pockets, 
pleating, fluted edges -- decolletages, see- 
through panels -- frog and asymmetric clos- 
ings -- dressmaker details on blouses ... 
COMMENDATIONS: Salvador, Janice Wainwright, 
Quorum, Jean Varon (London); Gudule, Germaine 
et Jane-Avenir (Paris); Huguette Benjamin, 
Ltd. (England). 


FABRICS: Crisp, with a dry hand, or soft, 
brushed and supple -- wool, wool-voile, 
alpaca, mohair -- acrylic, 100 percent or 
blended with cotton or rayon -- cashmere, 
flannel, corduroy in wider wale, jersey, 
angora -- crepe, crepe de chine -- poplin, 
(continued on page 4) 


EUROPEAN RTW (continued from page 3) 


gabardine, loden, tweed -- denim, cotton. 


PATTERNS: Mixed bayadere stripes in two 
and three contrasting patterns -- checks 
with stripes, stripes with plaids -- tiny 
florals -- neat mini-geometrics, haber- 
dashery checks, tartans, stripes -- South 
American, Persian, African ethnics. 


COLORS: The blue family, from winter navy 
to royal -- violets from lilac to parma 

-- golden yellow, camel, taupe, gray -- 
forest green, cardinal red, magenta and 
geranium ethnic brights -- BLACK. 
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Gucci launched a gaggle of G's in his 
Spring-Summer collection, augmented by the 
introduction of three newcomers: 


--- Parfum 1, the intertwined GG crest 
atop the red/green-banded bottle 

--- GG PLUS luggage with compartments 
for tennis racquet and balls 

--- New Gucci Watch 


The collection highlighted: 


-.. T-shirt dressing to waist, hips, 
floor 

--- Tunics to go over pants, floor 
length skirts; or as dresses 

-.- Rich Venetian blue and amber -- 
white for men and women 

--- Nautical Ropes, Oars and the ubi- 
quitous G's are rampant, but the 
last two are sometimes restricted 
to a single motif on the chest 

--- Shoes of Leather and soft Baku 
Straw, singly or in unison 


Hit HH HT HF 
IMPORTANT DATES 


MILAN - Spring Ready-To-Wear, Oct. 12-15 
PARIS - Spring Pret-A-Porter, Oct. 23-27 








--- THE DRESS-PLUS: White-collared V-neck 
Swinging lambswool tent/triangle shawl; tab- 
front, jewel-neck sheath/wide ribknit hang- 
ing-pocket belt; hooded, roll sleeve safari 
drawstring jumper/long-sleeve mock-turtle 


pullover (Damon) -- sage green, tissue- 
weight shirtdress/sweater-knit, wrap over- 
skirt/ribknit sweater jacket (Tiktiner) ... 
Heather boucle blend yarns, sheer and 

Opaque, create a thick 'n thin banding effect 
for a side-slit dress length tunic with cowl- 
neck sweater/pants (Pierre Cardin) ... 

Black high-twist boucle Aztec-bordered 
sleeveless mock turtleneck long dress with 


bordered tassel tie cardigan; imported 
heathered blend yarn for a striped three- 


quarter side-button tabard/long sleeve cowl- 
neck dress (Brenner Bees) ... VOLUME SWEATER 
DRESSES: Easy-dresses: Cowl-neck cashmere, 
short, long; gray or beige striped ribbed- 
yoke boatneck; sheer, fine-guage turtleneck 
Ford in six colors (Damon) ... Heather blend 
ribbed sleeve and stepped-yoke jewel neck 
slim dress with knitted purse belt (Brenner). 








INDIVIDUALIST ITEMS OF NOTE: Surplice wrap- 
and-tie vests, cardigans; wrapped-waist, 

slit overskirt (Tiktiner) -- wool/rayon high- 
twist boucle TWO-PIECE JUMPSUIT with one- 
piece look (Mady Gerrard) .. cowl-neck, cable- 
front cashmere sweater-tunic; UNDERWEAR 
SWEATER-TUNIC with shaped, dropped armhole 
(Gloria Sachs)... Packaged, one-size fits 

all ribbed Durene cotton signature turtle- 
neck in 12 colors; angora/lambswool ribbed 
cowl-neck pullover sweater set with patch- 
pocketed reverse stitch open cardigan (Cardin). 


COLORS: Autumn Neutrals -- Aubergine, cinna- 
mon spice, taupe, slate and pewter gray, 
medium brown and spruce green ... BERRY RED 
acts as a neutral because it combines so 
beautifully with many colors ... Aztec 


Brights -- jade green, magenta, violet, 
tangerine, royal, marigold -- these work 
best as accents with black and other neutrals 
--- Heathers important again -- oatmeal, 
gray, plum, willow, slate blue. 
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